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Fall 2011 

 

Dear Friends of Saint Catherine Academy, 

 

     At the close of this year, we presented a ten minute photo montage to our students and parents as a way to  
summarize the activities of the year. It was a wonderful reminder to all of us of the richness of our program and the extent 
of the support that we receive from volunteers and donors. Our students continue to thrive in this wonderfully caring and 
supportive environment that is Saint Catherine Academy.  
     This year was one of transition for so many of our students. It was in 2010-11 that we saw growth and maturity in a 
number of our students and they had the opportunity to display this in so many ways. Students were in job placements at 
Bigelow Tea, St. Ann School, FYE in Trumbull Mall, Fairfield University Food Service, Notre Dame High School and Black 
Rock Food Pantry. These experiences allowed them to try out their newly developed vocational skills in real work  
situations. Under the watchful eyes of our staff, SCA students packed and unpacked, shelved, filed, cleaned, tutored, and 
sorted. We will continue to focus on these skills and the application of them in authentic situations to expand and  

enhance the vocational skills of our students. 
     The community became our classroom this year. Visiting the Post Office, the supermarket, the library all offered our 
students the opportunity to practice their daily living skills while completing real tasks. Our students also attended theater 
productions at the Quick Center, The  Downtown Cabaret Theater and Notre Dame High School; marched in the St.  
Patrick’s Day Parade in Bridgeport; swam at the Sheehan Center and made peanut butter and jelly sandwiches monthly 
for Merton House.  All of these experiences are part of our curriculum aimed at developing independent living skills for our 
students according to their abilities.  

     Our annual Scholarship Dinner honored the religious who have been  an  integral part of our mission since our  
inception. This year’s event, chaired by Chris Herman and Nancy Fontana,  provides scholarship support for students in 
attendance who do not have the financial means to attend.  This event is the centerpiece to our development effort. 

     We continue to receive support from the Inner City Foundation for Charity and Education that funds partial  
scholarships for eight students from Bridgeport. Grant support for a number of initiatives came from TD BANK, the New 
Canaan Foundation, The William Pitt Foundation, David and Eunice Bigelow Foundation, the Order of Malta,   
KOHL’s Cares, and The Bank of Fairfield. The Knights of Columbus local councils, state and supreme council all continue 
to provide significant financial support of our mission.   
    The volunteer base for our mission has grown and has become part of the fabric of our school.  Our organization is 
blessed to have a caring and involved board led by Charles Chiusano. The Diocese of Bridgeport  supports our efforts 
most notably the support comes from Bishop Lori, Chancellor Matthews and Superintendent Dames. Our library  

volunteers led by Virginia Dwyer-Aoyama and our PB&J volunteers led by Judy Miller fill our corridors with energy and  
enthusiasm. The Duckie Derby Team led by Kelly Luff Weldon and Liz Tamarkin and our Dinner Committee give so much 
of themselves on our behalf. Individuals that include Gina Barber, Bill and Chris Lytton, Alyssa Mocco, Jeanie Tisdale, 
Janet Gordon, Eileen Blees, and Sr. Henry, represent the spirit that defines our mission. We are indebted to them for their 
unselfish dedication to Saint Catherine Academy.  

     The future looks bright. On behalf of the students and staff of Saint Catherine Academy, please accept my heartfelt  
appreciation for your continued support and generosity. We begin the new school year renewed in spirit and focused on 
the future. 

 

Sincerely yours, 

 
 
 

Helen C. Burland 
President 
  



Honor Roll of Donors 
2010-2011 

Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of this list. Saint Catherine Academy apologizes for any errors or omissions.  

$50,000 + 
Britta & Denis Nayden 
Inner City Foundation for Charity 
and Education 

Virginia McClinch 

 

$20,000+ 
Cece and Michael Donoghue 

 

$10,000+ 
Knights of Columbus Supreme 
 Council 

TD BANK 

Order of Malta 

Valerie Luff Foundation  

William Pitt Foundation 

Nancy and Jeff Matthews 

 

$5,000+ 
Ruth and Charles Chiusano * 

Nancy and Ron Fontana 

Dian Jennings Mayo 

Nancy & Terry McClinch * 

Jeanie and Tom Tisdale 

Ruffin Foundation 

 

$2,000+ 
Ellen and Marcus Baker 

Gina & Al Barber * 

David and Eunice Bigelow  

 Foundation 

Barbara & John Burns 

Hope Carter 

David Cassano 

Trisha and John DeHart 

Greenwich Catholic Women 

Cynthia Gorey 

Chris and Michael Herman * 

Housatonic Valley Region 

Antique Automobile Association 
Knights of Columbus State 
 Council 

Knights of Columbus  

 Council 11913 

Kohl’s Foundation 

Deborah & Michael LaBella * 

Bishop William E. Lori 

Chris & Bill Lytton 

Monica and Shawn Matthews 

Rosa and Frank Middleton 

Karen and Tony Minopoli * 

The New Canaan Foundation  

Joan and Jim O’Brien * 

Maureen & Bob O’Keefe 

Jennifer and Philip Platek, Jr. 

St. Rose of Lima Parish 

The Bank of Fairfield 

 

$1000+ 
Virginia and Andy Aoyama 

Mr. and Mrs. L. David Cardenas 

Kathy and Jim CoLica 

Janet and Renn Gordon 

Beth and Skip Keesal 

Knights of Columbus  

 Council 5806 

Aemy and John Marrella 

Noreen and Ben McGorty 

Jen and John Mitchell 

Anne and Paul Murray 

A.C. and Michael O’Rourke 

Joe Pagliaro 

Faith and Paul Rivenburg 

Rotary of Fairfield 

St. Aloysius Parish 

Carrie and Joe Sindelar * 

Julie and Rowan Taylor 

Kelly & Chris Weldon * 

Sara and John Zagrodzdy 

 

$500+ 
Vincent Auriemma 

Leigh and Kevin Barnard 

Tom Burland, Jr.  

Dan Caruso 

Mary and Jim Claus 

Catherine and Adam Dunsby 

Dani and Stephen Finke 

Dr. Susan Franzosa 

Carol and Jerry Hemenway * 

Betty-Ruth and Milton Hollander 

Christine Hussey 

Knights of Columbus  

 Council 777 

Knights of Columbus  

 Council 4716 

Michele and Ed LaVelle, Jr. 

Norine and Terrance Lescoe 

Michael Lobocchiaro 

Rita and Wayne Luff 

John McKinney 

Michele & Dominic Modugno 

Joan and Bernier Rafferty 

Dara Berch Rothschild 

School Sisters of Notre Dame 

Joseph Somma 

Elizabeth and John Starr 

Taco Loco Restaurant 

John Tognino 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Webbe 

Monsignor Robert Weiss * 

Ann and Jim Zielinski 

 

$200+ 
Ellen and John Arsenault 

Cathy and Bill Besgen 

Betsey and Tom Browne * 

Helen and Tom Burland 

Carmen & Sandra Cenatiempo 

Alice and Gerald Chrusciel 

Kristen and Bradley Cooke 

Jeanne and Jordan Costa 

Moreen & Steve Donahue * 

Jeanne Dorff 
Fairfield University Graduate 
School of  Education & Allied 
Professions 

Carol and Michael Fedele 

Cindy and Rick Franco 

Marie and Sal Gilbertie 

Kathy and Greg Garrison 

Kevin Haney 

Ana-Cristina and Charles Herrick 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Hoyt 

Rev. Ian Jeremiah 

Marie and leon Karvelis, Jr.  

Holly and Dan Kotos 

Madeline and Philip Lacovara 

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Lopiano 

Rita and Wayne Luff 

Kelly Anne and Daniel Murphy 

Gerre and Jean Pierre Musicco 

Dolly and Robert Nalewajek 

Megan and Chris Robertson 

Kristy and Jeff Snyder 

Kathy and Greg Stackpole 

Betsy Swanhaus 

Elizabeth and John Starr 

St. Rose of Lima School 

Richard Tyler 

Pedro Wassmer 

Donald Wiesen 

 

$100+ 
Rosie Albright 

Kathleen Allsup 

Laure Aubuchon 

Nicholas Auriemma, Jr. 

Peggy and Tony Baiad 

Isabelle and Michael Brienza 

Alison and Bud Brown 

June and Peter Brown, Jr.  

Katie and George Coleman 

Jane-Ellen and Joe Collins 

Monsignor Peter Cullen 

Nancy and Vito Daiuto 

Kathleen and Timothy Dineen 

Martha Dombrowski 

Anne Drescher 

Arlene and Nick DuBiago 

Christy and John Duggan 

Mary Beth and Bill Fessler 

Mr. and Mrs. James Fiesell III 

Mary and Bill Fox 

Gloria Franco 

Patricia Gaudreau 

Dean Gorton 

Sandra and Doug Griebel 

Jeanne and Don Hersam 

Janice and Richard Illingworth 

Rebecca And William Johnston 

Cat and Jim Keidel 

Wayne Leiss 

Mr.and Mrs. Stewart Levine 

Rev. Robert Lord 

Edward McAuley, Jr. 

Kristin and Bill McCarthy 

Cecilia McPeak 

Denise and Joseph Mortati 

Jack Muller 

Ceci and Jack Murray 

Kim Marie &Brendan O’Rourke 

Sara Jane Palmer 

Melissa and Brent Peacock 

Becky and Jason Perillo 

Sheila and Charles Perrin 

Joe Puglisi 

John Race 

Kristen and Mark Renzi 

Ann and Eugene Richter 

Catherine and Jorge Rivera 

Lois and Dick Schlegel 

St. Elizabeth’ Hospital  

 OCCMED dept.  

Paul Terreri 

Rev. Peter Towsley 

Claudia and John Verga 

 

 

 

 



Carl Alber 

Sr. Carolyn Andrews 

Eileen and Richard Anderson 

Karen and Tom Aylward 

Catherine and Kevin Babis 

Sr. Edith Bedalamente 

Sr. Eileen Bent 

Sr. Bernadette 

Maureen and Scott Beshar 

Sr. Kyllene Bodum 

Carol and Dennis Bogue 

Sr. Claire Bonneau 

Janice and Joseph Bonsignore 

Magalis and Bill Boyce 

Jane and Douglas Brady 

Sr. Evelyn Breslin 

Mae Tighe and Tom Bronner 

Maureen and Raymond Brooks 

Sr. Mary Elizabeth Bueltner 

Lois Bunting 

Mary Jo and Tim Clark 

Ethel Cockfield 

Mary and Chris Cody 

Sr. Peter Colantuani 

Sr. Collins 

Beatrice and Steven Coslick 

Maureen Coudert 

Tina Cressia-Thomas 

Sr. Mary Rose Crowley 

Stephen Cunningham 

Mary and Bernard Curran 

Sr. Lucy Cuthone 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Dechane 

Jeanne DiProperzio 

Sharon and Daniel Doherty 

Sr. Helen Dolan 

Jan Dorenbosch 

Sr. Anne Marie Dorff 

Sr. John Maureen Dorff 

Michael Dorff 

Angela and Ronald Dougiello 

Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Drisdelle 

Lori Eaton 

Georgette Eckert 

Sr. Eden 

Rev. Tom Elliott 

Emmaus Community 

Crystal Engram 

Julie Farris 

Denise Larson Fenton  

Marnie and Bill Flynn 

Lynn and Dan Friedberg 

Agnes and James Finch 

Julia Fitzmaurice 

Frances Gargano 

Sr. Nancy Gilcrest 

Sr. Corinne Gmueri 

Mr. and Mrs. David Gommo 

Elisa Gorton 

Lisa and Robert Grande 

Nettie and Louis Grella 

Claudette and Phil Guerrette 

Shelley and Douglas Hall 

Catharine and Tim Hassett 

Sr. Eleanor Hegarty 

Sr. Henry and Sr. Robert 

Diane Hetes 

Jean Hoey 

Sr. Clara Hounsell 

Darlene Jacabacci 

Sr. Catherine Jemapete 

Mr. and Mrs. William Kabel 

Margaret and Edward Kelley 

Sr. Margaret Kenyon 

D.J. Kingsley 

Julia Murphy Klein 

Joan Kleinknecht 

Mary Ellen, Jim & Danny Kovacs 

Debra Miller Krebs 

Frank Lapak 

Samuel Lazinger 

Sr. Claire LoMaglio 

Geraldine and Ralph LoStocco 

Vivian and Frank Lucherini 

Carolyn Lugo 

Susan and John Macari 

Kathleen and John Madzula 

Elizabeth Maher 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Maher 

Sr. Joan Maier 

Shirley Manzo 

Sr. Marie Bernadette 

Donata and Jan Marcus 

Sr. Mary Florine Marchand 

Rudolph Mastroianni 

Bridget and Joseph Matthews 

Sr. Patricia McCarthy 

Mr. and Mrs. Fred McCracken 

Patricia and Dermot McDermott 

Mr. and Mrs. Gerald McDougall 

Sr. Mary McGrory 

Sr. Rosalita McNamee 

Mary Jane and Don McSparran 

Holly O’Neill Melville 

Sr. Amalia Menardi 

Sr. Mary Mendum 

Sr. Theresa Merola 

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Miele 

Barbara Miller 

Tracey and David Miller 

Sr. Josie Minarczyk 

Alyssa and Raymond Mocco 

Sr. Ann Moles 

Sr. Mary Ann Moltz 

Peter Moyer 

Sr. Marilyn Muldoon 

Sr. Virginia Muller 

Sr. Christina Murphy 

Jean Murren 

Sr. Yvonne Nadeau 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Naylor 

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Nellis 

Sr. Mary Nixon 

Catherine & Paul Nonnenmache 

Sr. Peggy O’Brien 

Sr. Kay O’Connell 

Leah and Evan Odden 

Annett and Joseph O’Neill, Jr. 

Sr. Mariano Pardo 

Mr. and Mrs. Gary Parker 

Dorothy and James Pelletier 

Dr. Dimitri Perdikis 

Martha and Dennis Perry 

Bev and  Barbara Phillips 

Edith and Ronald Poidomani 

Therese and Bill Pollack 

Nina and Ken Rabine 

Stacy and Mark Ralsky 

Una and Leo Redgate, Jr.  

Sari and John Reid 

Elizabeth Reiss 

Patricia and Ronald Richard 

Annie and Frank Rizzo 

Anthony Roman 

Sr. Mary Elizabeth Ryan 

Sr. Ellen Ryan 

Sr. Pat Ryan 

Betty and Al Sansverino 

Sue and David Scannell 

Mae Schmidle 

Donna Schmidt 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Schmidt 

Suzanne Scutt 

Sr. Virginia Sebert 

Sr. Mary Serafine 

Cynthia Serenbetz 

Peggy and Phil Shalala 

Susan and John Shewchuk 

Stanley Silva 

Jan and Vin Simko 

Janie and Tom Smith III 

Sr. Peggy Smith 

Sr. Teresa Spodnik 

St. Elizabeth’s Hospital 

Margaret and James Stapleton 

Gregg Steinhafel 

Katherine Sullivan 

Joan Tighe 

Vivien and Robert Tota 

Mr. and Mrs. Martin Tucker 

Sr. Maureen Ulatowski 

Jack Ulatowski 

Sr. Julia Mary Van Rossen 

Sr. Margaret Van Rossen 

Sr. John Vianney 

Sr. Maria Vianney 

Sonia and Philippe Vielot 

Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Vitarbo 

Alice Behan Vollmer 

Sr. Pat Wachter 

Christina and Eric Wagner 

Carol and John Waide 

Jackie and Jerry Wankum 

Cynthia and David Waters 

Sr. Joyce Wittman 

Deborah & Michael Zahornacky 

Sr. Fran Zanghi 

Kimberly Zemo 

Marilyn and Al Ziegler 

 

 

 

 

 

* School Advisory Board  

 Members 

 

 

 

Thank 

You! 
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